
Page 1 of 9 

 

Newspaper Clips 
    May 6, 2014 

 



Page 2 of 9 

 

 



Page 3 of 9 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 4 of 9 

 

 

 

 



Page 5 of 9 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 6 of 9 

 

 



Page 7 of 9 

 

AICTE Not For Denying Permission To New Colleges 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/chennai/AICTE-Not-For-Denying-Permission-To-New-

Colleges/2014/05/05/article2205745.ece1  

 
The AICTE is not in favour of the UGC’s moratorium on refusing permission for new engineering colleges, 

said AICTE Chairman S S Mantha. He was speaking on the sidelines of the convocation of Sri Sai Ram 

Engineering College on Saturday. 

“The idea seems to be that the government must come to the aid of the existing colleges that are not getting 

students to fill in their seats by denying permission to new colleges. If there is no quality, the colleges will not 

get seats. This is true not only in India, but also in the US. It is a fundamental right to practise one’s profession. 

If a college adheres to all the norms laid down by the government, we don’t have any right to deny permission 

to start a college,” he said. 

“It is not the job of the regulator to find students for the colleges,” he added, pointing out that it was important 

to ensure quality in the colleges. He said there should be a mechanism to plot the basic performance of colleges 

in aspects like student, faculty, etc, of all the engineering colleges on a common page. This will help develop a 

mechanism to rate colleges on their quality. For this, the needs of the students, the faculty and the college must 

be taken into consideration and it must be noted that it cannot be ‘one size fits all’ formula. 

He said that instead of denying permission for colleges, the government must take steps to ensure that there is 

enough infrastructure to meet the higher education requirements. He said there was a need to increase the Gross 

Enrollment Ratio in higher education, which was as low as 18 percent currently. He added that the quality of 

primary education should be increased to ensure that 50 per cent of the students, who have failed in the class 12 

examinations, did better. Speaking about the stripping of the regulatory powers of AICTE last year and 

replacing it with the UGC, he said that the interpretation of AICTE as an advisory body was unfortunate. “In the 

last five years, the AICTE has tried to ensure that transparency and accountability in the system was in place. It 

is important to see that the status is preserved. If all the approving agencies like the MCI, DCI, ACI, etc, will 

have to go, then what will be the fate of higher education?” he wondered. 
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He said that the AICTE had asked the State governments to provide data on supply and demand for higher 

education. This would include a five-year sample study on the number of students, who had passed out of 

school in five years, the number of drop-outs, the courses they demand, migration to other States, employment 

and so on. “Only about four colleges have provided the data and it is very sketchy,” he said. 

This year, the AICTE has received applications for about 500 polytechnic colleges, including about 35 from 

Tamil Nadu. The AICTE has approved around 100 of them. 
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